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tional contribution seems to have been a con-
structive suggestion for improving the condi-
tion of the insane. "As early as 1812, Dr. Na-
thaniel Dwight of Colchester sent to the conven-
tion of the [Connecticut Medical] Society a com-
munication upon the subject of a hospital for
lunatics in this State, and a committee was ap-
pointed to collect proper information and report"
(Speechby Dr. Gurdon W. Russell, Jan. 7,1873,
at the semi-centennial celebration of the Hart-
ford Asylum, Hartford Daily Courant, Jan. 8,
1873). He died at Oswego, N. Y., while on a
visit.

[B. W. Dwight, The Hist, of the Descendants of John
Dwight of Dedham, Mass. (2 vols., 1874) ; Preface to
Dwight's Geography.]                                 E.W.F.

DWIGHT, SERENO EDWARDS (May 18,
1786-Nov. 30, 1850), educator, clergyman, fifth
of the eight sons of the elder Timothy Dwight
[q.v."\ and his wife, Mary Woolsey, was born at
Greenfield Hill in Fairfield, Conn. His early
education was conducted at home and in his fa-
ther's school. From 1796 to 1799 he attended the
Hopkins Grammar School in New Haven; in
1803, at the age of seventeen, he graduated from
Yale, of which his father was then president, and
began his teaching career at Litchfield, Conn.
The following year he returned to New Haven
as his father's amanuensis, acting at the same
time as assistant to Benjamin Silliman [g.v.],
professor of chemistry. After another year, spent
in general study, he was a tutor at Yale, 1806-
10, in sole charge of half a class in mathematics,
rhetoric, and the classics, and simultaneously
studied law, which he practised in New Haven
from 1810 to 1816. He was over six feet tall,
erect and dignified in his carriage, meticulous in
details of dress, handsome and intellectual in
countenance and altogether of commanding and
striking presence. On Aug. 28, 1811, he was
married to Susan Edwards Daggett, daughter of
David Daggett [g.v.] and Wealthy Ann Munson.
In 1812 he fell victim to a severe lung fever,
the mercury treatment for which produced a
painful eruption which was to torture him for
the rest of his days. Though successful in his
law practise, in 1815 he decided to enter the min-
istry and on Oct 8, 1816, was licensed to preach
by the West Association of Ministers of New
Haven County. Shortly afterward he was ap-
pointed chaplain of the United States Senate, in
which his father-in-law was representing Con-
necticut, and served during the session 1816-17.
The following summer he accepted a call to the
famous Park Street Church in Boston, being or-
dained and installed on Sept. & 1817. He re-
mained there until 1826, except for the year
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1824-25, which he spent in European travel and
a vain search for medical help.
^ Forced by vocal trouble and ill health to re-
sign his pastorate, he returned to New Haven,
and in 1828, in partnership with his youngest
brother, Henry, opened a boarding-school for
boys, the New Haven Gymnasium, modeled on
the German plan. This project was highly suc-
cessful, but neither brother had sufficient strength
to keep it up, and in 1831 it was discontinued.
In 1833 he was called to the presidency of
Hamilton College, of which his brother Ben-
jamin Woolsey Dwight was then treasurer. As
president of Hamilton he raised a $50,000 fund,
and also taught metaphysics, moral philosophy,
and natural theology. He resigned on Sept. 2,
1835, because of disagreement with the trustees
(see Documentary History of Hamilton College,
1922), and he never accepted another office, ex-
cept that of agent for the Pennsylvania Coloni-
zation Society which he held from 1835 to 1838.
His wife died in 1839; deprived of her mental
and spiritual companionship, he survived her in
loneliness and suffering for eleven years, living
chiefly in New York and engaged largely in
reading. In 1850 he went to Philadelphia, hop-
ing to benefit from hydropathic treatments; but
he died there in November of that year. He was
buried in New Haven.

Soon after his marriage, Dwight wrote his
first book, The Hebrew Wife, published in New
York many years later (1836), and republished
in Glasgow (1837). In 1818 he prefaced a five-
volume edition of Timothy Dwight's Theology,
Explained and Defended (1818-19) with a mem-
oir of his father. Assisted by his wife, he worked
for many years editing the complete writings of
his great-grandfather, Jonathan Edwards; Ed-
wards's Memoirs of the Rev. David Brainerd
was published in 1822, and ten subsequent vol-
umes, one a memoir of the great divine, were
published in 1830 as The Works of President Ed-
wards: with a Memoir of his Life. Various ser-
mons and addresses of his own were published,
mostly in pamphlet fonnr during his lifetime, and
after his death appeared a volume, Select Dis-
courses of S. E. Dwight, DJ). (1851), with a
memoir by his younger brother, Rev. William T.
Dwight
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DWIGHT, THEODORE (Pec. 15,
June 12, 1846), lawyer, author, editor, was bora
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